MINUTES
Warren County Library Commission OCTOBER 28, 2025

The Warren County Library Commission met in Regular Session at the Richard
D. Gardner Branch, 2 Shotwell Drive, Belvidere, New Jersey on October 28, 2025, at
5:30 p.m. | '

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Thomas and upon roll call,
the following members were present: Chairperson Elizabeth Thomas, Vice
Chairperson Cathleen Gerkhardt, Ruth Kanyuck, Deborah Pasquarelli, and Tammy
Koop. Also attending were Warren County Library Commission Attorney, Joseph
Bell IV, Library Director Jill Butcher, and Assistant Library Director Matthew
Rothfuss. There were approximately 15 members of the public in attendance, and 7
attendees via Zoom.

After leading the flag salute, Ms. Thomas confirmed that notice of this meeting
was in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975.

APPROVAL of MINUTES

On motion by Ms. Koop, seconded by Ms. Gerkhardt, the minutes of Regular
Session of September 23, 2025, were approved.

Recorded Vote: Ms. Gerkhardt, Yes; Ms. Kanyuck Yes; Ms. Koop, Yes;

Ms. Pasquarelli, Yes; Ms. Thomas, Yes.

FINANCIAL RESCLUTION

RESOLUTION 2025-F-09

On motion by Ms. Kanyuck, seconded by Ms. Koop, the Resolution to pay bills in
the amount of $98,372.05 was approved.

Recorded Vote: Ms. Gerkhardt, Yes; Ms. Kanyuck Yes; Ms. Koop, Yes;

Ms. Pasquarelli, Yes; Ms. Thomas, Yes.
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COMMUNICATIONS
a. Email from Sandy Roberts inquiring about June’s minutes.

PUBLIC COMMENT (Agenda Items Only)

None,

OLD BUSINESS

a. Regarding the status of Library Commission By-Laws, the subcommittee
members stated they had the next draft completed and were reviewing the draft
with the Library Commission Attorney after this meeting.

NEW BUSINESS
a. Ms. Pasquarelli asked Ms. Butcher to prepare a budget proposal for FY2026.

RESOLUTIONS

None.

REPORTS AND COMMENTS

a. See attached Library Director’s Report submitted by Jill Butcher.

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

None.

CLOSING PUBLIC COMMENTS

a. Judy McDonnell- Liberty Twp. — Presented her research on where MAIN libraries
place certain books in their collections and said she found disparities in where
books are located. She asked why one book was placed in our teen section, but
the other MAIN libraries had it in the adult section.

b. Mary Ann Boyd- Knowlton Twp. — Expressed her belief that there are books in
the library written for a mature audience and not for children and young teens
under 18. Children and young teens are not yet developed enough emotionally
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and physically to understand what they are seeing and reading, and these
materials should be moved to the adult section.

¢. Judith Freger- Hackettstown- Offered to volunteer to help the library staff
process incoming orders.

d. Kelley Nemeckay — White Twp. — Asked when the public will see a draft of the by-
laws. Thanked the Commission for including public correspondence in the
agenda, and said she’d like to see a summary of correspondence in the future.

e. Teresa Esposito Jackson — Washington Twp. — Said she appreciated the
Commission including Communications in the agenda and asked for a summary
in the future. Requested that the public be allowed to see and comment on the
by-laws before they are voted on.

f. Anna Babitsky- Hackettstown- Expressed her disappointment that the last
meeting was held on Rosh Hashanah and a police officer is now in attendance at
the meetings. Echoed her belief that the by-laws should be available to the publiic
for comment, and children need access to accurate sex education materials. '

EXECUTIVE SESSION
None,

ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Ms. Koop, seconded by Ms. Kanyuck, and there being no further
business before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 6:05 p.m.

| hereby certify the above to be a true copy of the Warren County Library
Commission minutes of the date above mentioned.

5 : ,
W Q- &@QZWK(, Deborah Pasquarell;,

Recording Secretary
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