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Library patrons can now subscribe to Wowbrary, which is a weekly email newsletter listing the new 
materials purchased for our collections. The newsletter breaks down the materials by format and 
subject and gives a brief summary for each item. Patrons can place holds on items directly from the 
newsletter. We had been using a different service, New Book Alerts, but the links to our catalog 
weren’t working properly and their categorization of materials by subject was frequently incorrect. 
Since sending out the Wowbrary newsletters, we have begun seeing an increase on the number of 
holds patrons are placing on new items. 
 
In terms of marketing, we have once again started emailing out a monthly newsletter. The newsletter 
currently highlights library services and events. I want to thank Courtney Butrymowicz, one of our 
senior library assistants, for taking on this responsibility. Courtney has many wonderful ideas for 
transforming the monthly newsletter. I encourage you to be on the lookout for our expanded and 
improved version. She is also heading up a committee to make our social media posts more engaging 
and fun for the community. 
 
The remodeling project of the Catherine Dickson Hofman Branch continues to go well according to 
the project manager. We are anticipating the construction phase will be completed in approximately 
two months. I want to thank the Catherine Dickson Hofman Trustee Association for purchasing over 
$27,000 worth of equipment for the MakerSpace. The Trustees operate in a manner similar to the 
Friends of the Library in that they serve as an advocacy and fundraising group. 
 
As I mentioned in November, the vendor we used to manage and circulate our museum passes went 
out of business. The most reasonable alternative we have found is MuseumKey from OCLC, but the 
cost is more than twice as much as the previous product. At this time, we decided to circulate the 
physical museum passes until they expire in the summer. We will then look at the circulation numbers 
and costs to determine if we want to pursue using MuseumKey. 
 
Unfortunately, we have not had any luck in hiring a branch manager for the Richard D. Gardner 
Branch. We had an excellent potential candidate, but once again, what we offer salary-wise was not 
competitive. So our offer for the position was turned down. County Personnel will keep the position 
listed until we can hopefully fill it. On the positive side, we just began advertising a Librarian 1 
position and have received 3 good resumes so far. As soon as we fill one of these librarian positions, 
we will meet the minimum requirement for state aid of 6 professional librarians. 
 

Finally, on behalf of the library staff, I want to thank Henry Newbold for his 9 years of service to the 
Library. Before moving to Warren County, Henry served on various library commissions in Morris 
County. He served New Jersey libraries for a total of 51 years, which is incredibly impressive. We wish 
Henry the best in his future pursuits. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jill E. Butcher 
Assistant Director 
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